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Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge Although it is hard to believe, I began thinking about this book almost ten years ago. The idea to work on Benjamin Constant came originally from Larry Dickey, who also offered invaluable guidance and encouragement along the way. I will always be grateful for his intellectual generosity and scholarly example. It was fortuitous that, about nine years ago, I contacted Professor William Harris of Columbia University, to ask him for some professional advice. I would like to thank him not only for so graciously responding, but for informing me about the opportunities that a fellowship at the National Humanities Center might provide, and for encouraging me to apply. My year in North Carolina was absolutely crucial to this book and to my academic career. I am grateful to the Center's extraordinary staff, and also to the fellows of 2000-1, who made it an ideal environment in which to work. In particular, I would like to thank Carla Hesse, Tom Laqueur, Jeremy Popkin, Timothy Tackett and Helen Chenut for the many kindnesses they extended to me that year, and for all our wonderful discussions. My stay in North Carolina was greatly enhanced by the presence of Steven Vincent and Tony Lavopa, who have since become dear friends.
In 2002, I joined the faculty of Hunter College and the Graduate Center, CUNY. Without the warm welcome of my colleagues there, and without the guidance of Barbara Welter, the Chair of Hunter's History Department, my transition to teaching would not have been such a smooth and happy one. Barbara has been unfailingly supportive of my endeavors, for which I am deeply grateful. At the Graduate Center, I owe special thanks to Richard Wolin and Jack Diggins for their collegiality and support.
Material drawn from my book was presented at the annual meetings of the French Society for Historical Study, the Benjamin Constant Association, the Western Society for French Historical Society and the American Political Research for this book was conducted at several libraries, but by far the most important was the Bibliothèque publique et universitaire de Lausanne at Dorigny. It is, without a doubt, one of my favorite places in the world. Besides its cordial and efficient staff, it houses the Institut Benjamin Constant, which, thanks to my friends, Etienne and Anne Hofmann, has become my intellectual home away from home. My gratitude to them is immeasurable.
Personal debts are the deepest. As always, my husband has been my most enthusiastic and steadfast supporter. At a pivotal moment in this project, around year five, when I was beginning to show serious signs of procrastination, he urged me to stop hesitating and get on with the writing. When the manuscript was complete, he read it scrupulously several times, helping me to untangle my thoughts and clarify my prose. Throughout, he has been my sparring partner, intellectual sounding board and a fellow-fan of Benjamin Constant. His constant love and support, as well as that of my children, is why I dedicate this book to them.
